
 

Tuesday 31st August 

Dear Parents/Carers and Families, 

We hope that you have all enjoyed a restful and enjoyable summer break. Tomorrow sees the start of our new 

school academic year and we are so excited to welcome children into their new classes and to welcome our new 

Reception class to school for the first time. We look forward to seeing all of the children in their smart uniform 

ready to see their friends again and to continue their learning journey with their new class teacher. 

 

COVID update 

We return to school with new DFE guidance in place and our risk assessments can be found on our school 

website. However, key information for parents to be aware of is as follows: 

 

Symptoms and reporting a positive case 

We ask parents, staff and children to be vigilant for any of the three main COVID symptoms (a new, 

continuous cough, a high temperature or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste). Any child or member of 

staff displaying symptoms will be advised to take a PCR test and to self-isolate for 10 days. We ask parents to 

communicate with us if your child is absent for this reason and if a positive result is confirmed. 

 

Responding to a positive case 

If school are informed of a positive case, other parents will be notified, however children or adults who are 

doubly vaccinated will no longer be advised to self-isolate. Instead, identified close contacts will be advised to take 

a PCR test but can continue to attend school as long as they are not displaying symptoms themselves and a 

negative result is received. 

 

Changes to COVID measures within school 

 Children in KS2 will now be able to share their playground together and children in Reception and KS1 

will share their playground. I know that children will enjoy having a larger space to play in and will 

look forward to enjoying time with their friends in different classes whilst they are outdoors. 

 Our school dining hall will be used again by all classes. Whilst in the hall, children will sit with their 

own class and tables will be cleaned before another class uses them. 

 We will continue to encourage all children and staff to use appropriate hand and respiratory hygiene 

throughout the day and windows will remain open in classrooms.  



 For the first few weeks of term, collective worship will continue to be led virtually via TEAMS rather 

than the whole school sitting together in the hall. 

 If school are made aware of 5 children or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, testing positive for 

COVID-19 within a 10 day period, advice from Public Health England will be sought. 

 

Here is some additional information that will be useful for the start of term tomorrow: 

School day timings and absence 

Our school gates will open each morning at 8.40am and will be locked promptly at 8.55am. At the end of the 

day our gates will be opened at 3.20pm and locked promptly at 3.30pm. The one way system in place last year 

will continue to be used. We encourage all of our children to arrive at school on time so that learning time will 

not be missed. If your child is going to be absent from school, we ask that you inform the school office of this 

absence and the reason for it by 9.10am. Our school office will make contact with parents if your child is absent 

yet no message has been received. 

 

Healthy snacks  

As shared at the end of the Summer term, we ask that children bring healthy snacks to enjoy at playtime. This 

can include snacks such as fruit, cereal bars, fruit winders or cheese strings. We also ask that children bring 

water, flavoured water or diluted sugar-free squash as their drink for the day. Our school healthy eating 

ambassadors in Years 3 and 4 will be leading a whole-school virtual assembly during the first couple of weeks 

sharing why we are making this change. 

 

Stationery and other items 

Stationery used in class will be provided by school and therefore children do not need to bring in their own 

additional equipment to use (unless asked to do so by their own class teacher). We also ask that children do not 

bring in to school additional items, such as cuddly toys or pop its, as we had a few situations last term where 

items were lost or broken or caused children to be distracted in class. We thank parents for your support with 

this. Children who require a ‘fidget toy’ or sensory equivalent will be able to choose from a selection of fidget toys 

during their first day back at school. 

 

If you do have any queries about any of the information within this letter, then please do not hesitate to email 

the school office info@stthomasceacademy.com. I am looking forward to seeing all of you tomorrow morning at 

the school gates, 

 

Karen Jones,  

Headteacher 
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